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Relevant excerpts.

1. The Strategy in Brief

‘The prime objective in formulating the policies and proposals contained in this

Local Plan has been to provide a planning framework geared to preserving and enhancing the quality of life and environment of the city…

1.4.19 The district and local centres also fulfill an important local function in the life of the city as providers of local shopping, services, employment and community facilities. The Local Plan seeks to maintain and enhance their viability and attractiveness.
1.4.26 … The city has a fine historical and architectural heritage which is reflected in existing scheduled ancient monuments, listed buildings and designated conservation areas. The Local Plan will continue to protect this built heritage.
1.4.32 Finally, the Plan recognises the importance and needs of existing and planned new communities within the city. As is the case with every local planning authority, Cardiff comprises many communities, with which residents identify, and to which they look for the provision of local services and facilities. In seeking to address the needs of these existing communities…there are two distinct, but related aspects:

- firstly, to allow existing communities an opportunity to express views about the use and development of land in their locality; and

- secondly, to allocate land, or identify need, for community facilities, such as schools, local centres and open space, including deficiencies in existing areas.

2. Conservation of the built environment.
2.1.1 One of the principal objectives of the Local Plan is :

- to protect and enhance the character and appearance of parts of the built environment which are of special interest…either historic or architectural importance.

There are three main elements of statutory protection of the built environment:

- archaeology and ancient monuments

- listed buildings

- conservation areas.
2.1.2 Human settlement has existed at Cardiff for at least 1,900 years… In 1798, the opening of the Glamorganshire Canal linked the sea lock at Cardiff with the iron foundries at Merthyr and enabled the export

of iron and, later, coal. The town's population began to grow, at first

modestly, but between 1851 and 1901 from 18,000 to 164,000. During the

course of the 19th century, Cardiff was transformed into the most populous

settlement in Wales, and by 1913 was the greatest coal exporting port in the

world.
Conservation areas

2.4.4 These areas vary considerably in their individual character. …Some areas represent a specific period in Cardiff's development and some are important tourism areas. Each displays an inherent quality of environment which is recognisable and makes the area special when compared with its surroundings. This quality may be demonstrated by buildings or other structures, open space or landscape features.
2.4.6 Policy 11 of the Local Plan requires all new development in the city to be of a good design, to pay proper regard to the scale and character of the surrounding environment and to not adversely affect the aesthetic quality of the area.
4. SAFETY, ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL & DESIGN
4.6.2 New development proposals and extensions must have regard for the established scale and pattern of the local built environment in terms of height, massing, spacing and character. 

4.6.3 The composition, proportion, form and materials of proposed structuresshould reflect the building's use and location. The design of new buildings and building extensions will respect their surroundings. Particular care and attention will need to be taken at ground level to integrate the building into the street. Development proposals must also have regard for the historical context of sites and recognise the importance of existing landmarks, vistas and local views. 
4.6.8 Insensitive development proposals, out of scale and character with their surroundings will be rejected, as will designs that adversely affect the aesthetic quality of the area. … special attention will be paid to the

desirability of preserving and, where possible, enhancing the character or

appearance of the area.
6. Housing and community facilities

6.1.2 The Local Plan policies for housing and community facilities have been

prepared in accordance with the overall plan objectives, and in particular the

following:

- to allocate land to meet the city's need for new housing .... and other

facilities, in a way which provides both a range and choice of opportunities and a balance with environmental and conservation interests (2);
to recognise the importance and needs of existing and planned new

communities.
6.1.3 …

- to encourage improvement and enhancement of the physical condition,

environmental quality and amenity of older residential neighbourhoods.
6.3.3 PPG3 recognises that a community's need for affordable housing …In addition, … Special needs housing is housing provided for people who

require support as a result of medical, physical or social problems. These may

include a physical disability, a degenerative illness (physical or mental) and/or

persons leaving institutional care. The NHS and Community Care Act 1990

acknowledged that the majority of people requiring support are most

appropriately housed in the community. Cardiff also has a high proportion of elderly people, with a rapidly increasing number aged over 75. For the

purpose of this Plan, Special Needs Groups housing includes accommodation

purposely designed for people with disabilities and/or the elderly.
6.3.9 The provision of affordable housing will be favoured on smaller housing sites located within the built-up area where there is access to public transport,

existing social and community facilities and opportunities for local

employment. This will assist Tai Cymru and housing associations in the

provision of affordable housing at appropriate locations throughout the city.

Appropriate sites may have existing buildings suitable for conversion…
6.3.10 Proposals for affordable housing which involve the loss of land proposed for, or presently or formerly in, non-residential use - such as open space, business or industry - will be assessed in relation to other relevant policies of the plan … The need for affordable housing in the locality will need to be carefully balanced against the value of the proposed/existing/ former use.
6.4.8 Applications for the conversion of property to flats will therefore receive favorable consideration provided the relevant development control standards are complied with. These include the following:

(i) Car Parking: Flat conversions generally require 1-2 spaces per unit for

resident parking with additional visitor parking if the conversion is for more

than 6 units. For those streets which already have high levels of on-street
parking (70% or over) the higher guideline of 1.5-2 spaces will apply. The onsite parking requirement for conversion to housing association development

may be reduced to one-third of the general standard of provision to reflect the

significantly lower level of car ownership generally associated with such

development.

6.4.8 (iv) External Alterations: Physical alterations to the outside of buildings

should be in keeping with the general character of the area, retaining and enhancing traditional features and making use of sympathetic finishes and materials.
BUSINESS, INDUSTRY AND WAREHOUSING
7.5.1 The older industrial and commercial areas perform a vital function in

providing 'seed bed' premises, particularly attractive to new businesses and in

complementing wider improvements by enhancing local facilities. Measures

for improvement and job creation include the designation of industrial and

commercial improvement areas within the inner areas/city centre, leading to

grants being made available for environmental improvements and for building conversion and rehabilitation (including the subdivision of existing buildings to provide workshop space)…

RECREATION, LEISURE AND TOURISM
8.3.3 There are a number of other areas/attractions which make a significant contribution towards tourism. These include:

- the Cathedral Precinct of Llandaff;

- the Welsh Folk Museum at St. Fagans;

- Castell Coch at Tongwynlais;

- City parks and other areas of open space particularly along the river valleys.
Shopping 

9.3.6 Existing community facilities, including churches, church halls and open space, will be protected as far as possible, because of the contribution they make to the range of local facilities in the district centres. The provision of new community facilities will be encouraged, particularly in considering redevelopment proposals.
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· Llandaff North’s predecessor, Llandaff Yard became a hub for servicing the canals, canal barges and transporting produce. It housed workers from the resulting industries, together with the Melingriffith works and commuters, who came to live in LN as a result of the newly built Taff Vale Railway (1840) population, Llandaff North’s population grew on the back of these industries, and the school was built to serve these working families. 

· Less than half a mile away from the school is a scheduled ancient monument: the Melingriffith Water lift Engine built by John Rennie Snr and William Jessop in 1807 to pump water into the canal. The monument sits in a conservation area, which includes Oak Cottage, also having links to the Glamorganshire canal. The canal passed the water lift engine and under the railway bridge on Ty Mawr Rd.( NB The emergence of the Taff Vale Railway precipitated the downfall of the Glamorganshire Canal. 
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